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j..  f'C  1. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  y. 

South-  Cambridgeshire  Rural  District  Council. 


Ladies  and  Gentleman , 

I  present  for  your  consideration  my 
Annual  Report  for  the  j^ear  1943  on  the  Healthy  Sanitary 
Conditions,  and  Vital  Statj.rtics  of  the  South  Cambridgeshire 
Rural  District. 

The  report  is  an  abbreviated  one,  and 
there  are  no  matters  of  immediate  urgency  towards  v/hich  it  is 
necessary  to  draw  attention  except,  perhaps,  those  connected 
w:.th  future  developments  in  Housing,  Water  Supply  and  Sewerage, 

The  general  health  of  the  population 

has  continued  to  be  good. 


Arthur  Morgan, 

Medicai  Officer  of  Health. 


Pofe'e  2. 


.G&:NjJkAL  STA'x'ISTICS  aito  social  cohdittonr. 


Area  of  District 

luraber  of  inhoDited  houses 

Hui.iber  of  parishes 


112,313 

7,256 

52 


Rateable  value  -  £75  V382 

Sun  represented  by  c.  penny  rate  -  £52i.  11s.  3d. 


,  Apart  fro.u  one.  parish,  where  there  are  several  factories,  the 
i/hole  area  is  rural  in  character.  The  major  occupations  are  those 
associated  with  af'riculture  or  subsidiary  thereto. 


:TiiAGT3  FROl'i  Tffi 


Live  Births;- 

L  e  ,'^:i  t  ima  te 
IllcCTitiraato . 

Totals • 


Total . 

■■  3U2 

39 


381 


VI TAT'.  STATISTICS  FOR  THL  YEAR . 


Male . 

Ferna; 

177  ' 

16^^ 

18 

21 

195 

186 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  estimated  resident  population  -  l6.9 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  population  (Bnglaad  and  v/ales)  -  16,5 


Still  Births;- 

Total 

Legitimate'. 

12 

Illegitimate 

1 

Totals 

13 

Male. 

5 

1 


6 


Female . 

7 

7 


Rate  per  1000  total  (live  and  still  births)  -  33.0 

Deaths:- 

Total  Male.  Female. 

282  ^  129  153" 

Death  Rate  per  1000,  estimated  resident  population  -  12.5' 

Death  Rate  per  1000  population  (Lh'Bland  and  Wales)  -  12. r 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes;- 

fa)  Puerperal  sepsis  -  Nil. 

(b)  Other  puerperal  causes  -  Nil. 


Number  of  deatlis  of  infants  under  one  year  of  ace:- 


Lep.’itinate 

Illegitimate 


Total. 


Male. 


Female . 


3 

2 


5 


Death  Rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  are;- 

(a)  All  infants  per  1000  live  births 

(b)  Lepitimate  infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births 

(c)  Illegitimate  infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births 


26.2 

23.3 
51.2 


Deaths 

from  measles  (all  ages) 

.1943 

►  1942 

,1941 

.1940 

.1939 

.1938 

Deaths 

from  whooping  cough  (all  ages) 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

— 

Deaths  from  diarrhoea  (  under  2  years) 

JL 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Deaths 

from  peneumonia  (all  ages) 

8 

11 

12 

15 

8 

6 

Deaths 

fro:.!  influens.a  (all  a.i^es) 

8 

4 

8 

.  7 

8 

r) 

c. 

Jr  rths 

from  'ancer  (air.  ages) 

47 

54 

■  55 

59 

39 

41 
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^G-EITLRAL..  PROVISIOH  OF  HtDALTH  SERVICi^S  FOR  TTfF.  APRA. 


There  are  no  alteiEtions  to  record  except  the  resignation  of  Mr, 
Ro  Boast  the  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  left  the  service  of 
tno  Council  in  October. 


Rubric  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority 

(a)  n  \/hole  tiiue  iaecliocl  Officer  of  Healtia,  who  also  acts  for  other 
districts. 

■  f  ■ 


(b)  Since 
Dyson,  the 


the  resignation  of  the  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector 
Senior  Inspector,  has  carried  on  without  assistance, 


Hr 


A.G. 


no 


successor  to  Mr.  Boast  having  been  appointed.  It  is  impossible,  in 


a  scattered  are; 
one  I’lspector, 


of  this  sise,  for  worlc  to  be  done  efficiently  by 


Laboratory  Facilities 


Chemical  and  bac 
the  Public  Analyst  at 
Laboratory,  C  amb rid  ge , 
examinations  in  cases 


t'^riological  examinations  of  \vater  are  mode  by 
Cambridge.  Themrniergency  Public  Health 
mahe  all  the  necessary  bacteriological 
of  inflections  disease,  etc. 


Samples  of  milk  are'  dealt  with  by  the  Agricultural  Department, 
Univeasicy  of  Cambridge,  ov  by  the  emergency  public  Health  Laboratory. 

Hospitals s~  ' 


Thei-c  .  are  no  G-eneral  Hospitals  situated  in  the  area. 

Isolation  Hospita'’s;“ 

Hone  v;ith.in  ’che  areoo  ■  Cases  of  infectious  disease  requiring 
hospita],  treatment  are  generally  sent  to  the  Cambridge  Borough 
Isolation  Hospital.  Some,  however,  have  gone  to  the  Newmarket  Rural 
District  Council's'  (Caabs)  Isolation  Hospital  near  Newmarket,  In 
each  case  the  charges  are  £2  12.6,;  weekly  plus  the  cost  of  removal 
by  ambulance. 


SANITAiiY  CI.^CUMSTANCLS  OF  THH  AidA. 


Natv"'r  Supply:- 


Of  the  32 


in  the  \/estern  part  of  the  district  19  have 


a  piped  supply  frcmi  the-' Council ’ s  waterwoz’ks  at  Wendy,  three  from  the 
Saffron  Walden  area,  and  one  has  a  partial  supply  from  the  j^ast  Hunts. 
Water  Go.,  wixich  is  nci  p-articularly  efficient.  The  other  9  parishes, 
except  Kingston,  depend  upon  ’veils,  and  .the  situation  is  far  from 
being  satisfactory.  In  most  of  the  Analyst’s  reports  on  water  samples 
from  the  Western  Area  supply  scheme  he  cpi'liments  upon  the  turbidity  of 
the  water  caused  bj'  precipitation  of  iron  oxycarbonate  and  upon  the 
presence  of  iron  bacteria.  In  addition  there  have  been  numerous  complaanfc 
from  consumers.  In  view  of  these  facts  an  application  was  made  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health  for  permission  to  install  a  filtration  plant  at  the 
Croydon  pu^.iping  station.  Consent  v/as  not  given  and  the  Council 'were 
advised  to  obtain  a  report  from  Drs,  Beale  and  Suckling  as  to  the 
possibility  of  treating  the  water  by  chemical  means.  Treatment  by 
sodium  hexa-metaphosphate • (Calgon;  was  advised  and  started  in  October. 


In  the  Eastern; portion  of  the.  district  there  ore  20  parishes, 
these  originally  constituted  the  old  Linton  Rural  District.  Thirteen 
hove  a  piped  supply  from  the  Linton  \/aterworks  and  one  from  its  ov/n 
Waterworks.  The  remainj.ng  six  parishes  in  the  Gam  valley  are 
unprovided  for^  Attention  should  be  given  -f-o  the  needs  of  these 
viliages  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 

All  the  piped  supplies  are  constant  and  have  been  we  13. 
mr intaihed. 


•Proportion  cf  heus','  to  w  lich  water  is  laid  on 
Proportion  of  •  eses  S''pp3*.i3d  by  standpipes  and  those 
within  1C')  y-mmis  of  a  .voter  main 


2,380 

2,U27 
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Number  of  samples  taken  for  analysis:- 

(A)  Piped  supplies  (Chemical  and  bacteriological)  -  48 

Piped  supplies  (bacteriological)  -  26 

In  every  instance  the  results  indicated  that  the  necessary 
standard  of  purity  was  being  maintained, 

(B)  Privatt; supplies  (Chemical  examination  only)  -  15 

Bleven  v/erc  ctatod  to  be  fit  for  rlrinlcing  purposes  and  four  to 
be  unfit. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

During  the  year  new  drains  complying  with  the  Building  Byelaws 
were  constructed  for  eight  houses.  In  connection  vi^ith  another  12 
houses  the  drains  were  found  not  to  comply  with  the  requirements 
of  the  Byelav/s  and  v;ere  altered  accordingly. 

At  Sawsuon  the  mein  sewer  and  the  sewage  c.isposal  v/orks  function 
in  a  most  unsatisfactory  manner  and  have  been  the  source  of  much 
complaint.  An  effort  has  been  made  to  imnrove  the  condition  of  the 
sev/er  in  High  Street  by  having  it  cleaned  out  once,  every  three  montlis 
and  bringing  into  use  flushing  tanks  thus  enabling  the  sewer  to  be 
flushed  out  weekly. 

There  is  nov/  some  reduction  in  the  amount  of  trade  effluent 
entering  the  disposal  works j  but  little  purification  takes  place,  as 
is  evidenced  by  the  Analyst’s  reports  on  samples  of  the  treated 
effluent.  Actually  the  works  are  quite  inaapable  of  dealing  with 
the  quantity  of  sev/age  passing  through  them  and  the  matter  will  not 
be  remedied  until  the  village  is  •properly  sewered  and.  adequate 
disposal  works  constructed. 

Rivers  and  Streams 

At  Linton  there  is  pollution  of  the  river  from  the  road  drains. 
Quite  a  number  of  houses  are  connected  to.  these  road  drains  and 'until 
the  village  is  sewered  and  house  drains  cut  off,  the  pollution  will 
continue.  There  is  also  pollution  of  the  river  at  Sawston  by  the 
effluent  from,  the  sewage  disposal  works,,  ..  . 

The  v/hole  question  of  sewerage  and  sev;age  disposal  is  one  t,hat 
■\,/ill  need,  urgent  attention  as  soon  as  possible.  In  my  opinion  ti-e 
parishes  the.  t-' should  be  dealt  v/ith  first  are;  Sqwston ,  Lin  ton , 
GC'-ilingay,  Melbourn  and  Balsham, 

CLQ.3BT  ACCOI.,n,iODATlM. 


1,  Number  of  v/ater  closets  provided:- 


a)  By  conversion  of  privies  or  pail  closets  to  water  closets 

b)  By  provision  of  new  water  closets  at  Factories 


2.  Number  of  pail  closets  provided: 


■PUBLIC  CL. 


By  conversion  of  privies  to  pail  closets 
By  provision  -of  new  pail  closets  to  Factories 

ANSING . 


8 

2 


4 

3 


Feriodical  collections  of  refuse  were  continued  in  the  parishes 
of  Bassingbourn ,  Kneesrworth,  Meldreth,  Melbourn,  Litlington,  Thriplow, 
liinxton,  Ickleton,  Linton,  Gt,  Chishill,  Sawston,  Horseheath,  Castle 
Caraps ,  Shudy  Camps,  Garalingay,  East  Hatley,  Hatley  St,  George  and 
vVhittlesf  ord . 

Some  of  the  refuse  dumps  in  the  district  are  nov/  in  a  very  unciay 
condition  due  to  dumpxnr  by  unauthorised  persons. 

/.  "W'-.L  ";cj~.oction  of  night  soil  was  continued  in  part  of  the 
■  m.l:  of  :-.-<'prirr': a  Jot  houses. 


CiiliPIHG  3ITBS . 


Durinp  the  year-  5  licences  v/ere  granted 
for  Hovcable  Dv/ellings. 


in  rcGpect  of  sites 


hRi^jUlCATIOH  QP  'RFriD  ^TTa.q . 

Disinefcstatioa  v/as  carried  out  at  2  Labour  Camps  and  5  houses 
by  sprayina:  with  Zcldecide.  .. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

Complaints . 

Ilousinp:- 

Gcncral  Inspections  for  repairs  etc. 

Housing  (Consolidated)  Regulations. 

Rains  pact ions. 

OvQ  re  rc\ad  ing . 

Infectious  DiiD^i-oses 
Cases  Investigated, 

No.  of  rooms  disinfected, 

V e  rmi n ous  Pr em i a  e  s : - 
Inspections . 

Disinfestations . 

\vater  Sapp,  y  2- 
Inspections, 

Samples  of  water  for  Analysis - 
Samples  of  v/ater  tahen  re.  chemi.cal  treatment. 17 


Chlorination  Tests.  45 

IIillc  and  Dairies  Order;- 

Inspections  of  cov/sheds  and  dairies-.  37, 

No.  of  sa-mples  of  lOillc  tahen. 

No.  of  Sediment  Tosts  made,  30 

Heat  Inspections.  324 

Ditches p  drains  and  cesspools,  213 

Food  prei-iisesj  bakehouses  etc.  30 

Pactorit^s  Act.  70 

Sanitary  Acco.dnodation.  213 

Shops  Act.  2 

Schools.  ' .  ■  28 

Scavenging .and  Cleansing.  80 

Hove able  Dwellings.  '  -  11 

Sev/age  Disposal.  I78 

Infestation  Order 5  1943.  217 

A.R.R,  Sorviccs.  _  .  .33 

Salvage,  '  "  30 

H'isoellaneous  Inspections  70 


3532 


217 

75 

32 

666 

14 

20 

20 

15 

133 

92 


Number  of  statutory 
Number  of  nuisanc^.s 
remedied 

Repairs  done  to  107 
K-pairs  done  to  18 


Notices  served 
abated  and  defects 


houses  as  a  result 
houses  as  a  result 


16 

etc,  , 

117 

of  informal  action, 
of  formal  action. 


HOUSING. 

Repairs  of  an  urgent  and  essential  nature  hove  been  dealt  w'ith  os 
far  os  possible,  but  there  are  difficulties  in  obtaining  the  necessary 
labour  and  material  particularly  for  repairing  thatched’  roofs. 

At  the  present  time  quite  a  number. of  cottages  are  occupied  which, 
owing  to  their  state  of  disrepair,  would  not,  under  normal  conditions 
be  tenanted  at  all. 


In  the  future,  no  ooubt,  it  will  be  possible  to  do  q  good  deal  by 
rc-c anstruction  and  repairing,  but  a  fairly  extensive  post  war  building 
prop'ramme  will  be  required  if  anything  like  a  good  standard  of  housing 
to  be  main trinod. 


pu  ^'Q  G  , 


Proi.i  tiae  to  time  G  jyood.  deal  of  inforuiation  has  "bt'en  collected 
about  the  housino-  conditions  in  the  distrj/jt.  This  inf  oraation ,  however , 
needs  supplementing  and  bringing  up  to  date,  and  this  cannot- bo  done  unde 
present  staifina;  conditions. 

1.  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  tiie  year;- 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 


housing  defects  (und^r  lublic  Health  or 
Housing  Acts).  81 

(b)  Humber  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  81 

(2)  (a)  Humber  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub--h*ead  nj  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  Housing  Consolidated 
Hefulatioiis,  1925  and  1932.  32 

(b)  Humber  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  32 

(3)  Humber  of  dwelling-houses  iound  to  be  in  a  state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 

unfit  for  human  habitation  30 


(4)  Humber  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  proceed ing  sub-head)  found 

not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 

human  habitation.  81 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  y^ar  without  service  of  foraal 

notices : - 

Humber  of  defective ' dwelling  houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action ‘by  the  Lcfcal 
Authority  or  their  Officers.  107 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year;- 

(A)  Proceed ings  under  section  9?  10  and.  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  193^. 

(1)  Humber  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  v/hich 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  12 

(2)  Humber  of  dwelling-hous..s  which"  were  rendered 
fit  after  service .  of  formal  noti.c.e.s  j- 

a)  By'  Ov.ners  -  ■  '  1 

b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

ovwiers,  14 

(B)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts:- 

(1)  Humber  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  v/hich 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  4 

(2)  Humber  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
. remedied.  ..aXt.e.r,.. service ^  Ojf_f ormal„.notices 

a)  By  owners 

b)  By  Local  AutLorities  in  default  of  owners  4 

(C)  proceedings  unde r<-ooot ion  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936:- 

■■  -Cl-)  •Hu-mber- of  ..dwelling.-Jio.uaes  .  in.,  respe.at  .o.f  which 
■■  Demolition!  Orders  v/ex’e  made  ■ 

•|  (2.)  Huj.iber--  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

!  pup?suance  of  pbrnolition  Orders 

•a)  By  owners  -  ,  - 

b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

(D)  :^ocee  dings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936:- 

j  (i)  Humber  of  Separate- tenements-  or  underground  rooms 

,  i  .  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made 

(2)  HUiuber  of  separate  tehemehts  or  underground 
rqoms  in  respect  of  w4ich  Closing  Orders  were 
determined  ; 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936  -  Pa>rt  IV  -  Qvercrov/ding, 

Humber  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 
Hu  ber  of  coses  abated 


2 


1 

1 


Pcpe  7.- 

Inspection  end  Supervision  of  Food. 

' "  ■  *  ""  I*  “  ~  — 

(n)  i.iil:  Supply:  -  ‘ 

I 

Number  of  Wholesale  Producers 
Kunber  of  Retail  Producers 
NU:.iber  of  Wholccale  and  Retail  Producers 
Nui'iber  of  Retail  Purveyors  only 

During  the  year  57^  visits  were  mode  to  cowsheds  and  dairies, 
as  a  result  of  which  a  number  of  preliminary  notices  v/ere  served 
relating  to  structural  alterations,  want  of  cleanliness,  provision 
of  overalls  and  towels,  unsatisfactory  water  supply  etc. 

30  sediment  tests  were  made  at  the  cov/sheds  whi-lst  milking  v\fas 
in  progress  and  v/here  the  resuls  were  unsatisfactory,  the  milkers  were 
asked  to  exercise  greater  precautions. 


59 

60 
21 
14 


.  56  samples  of  milk  were  -taken  from  Producer  Retailers  under  the 

National  Llilk  Testing:  and  Advisory  Scheme. 

(b)  ileat  and  other  Poods 

Number  of  visits  to  meat  stores,  shops  and  buffer  depots  324 

Meat  5.  tinned  foods  etc,  found  on  inspection  to  be  unfit  for 
hurndn'"  c  era  sumption ,  which  were  voluntarily  surrendered  and  destroyed:- 

43  lbs.  of  bacon. 

407. lbs.  of  beef. 

11  lbs.  of  pigs  offal. 

9  lbs.  of  beasts  offal. 

332  lbs.  of  Corned  Beef. 

264  lbs.  of  Pork  Luncheon  Meat.  .  • 

236  lbs.  of  Sugar. 

5  sheeps  lieads, 

3  pigs  heads  V 

Yi/ho.le  Carcase  of  slieei.  . 

102  tins  of  assorted  foods, 

PRIMEILNCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVLR 
INT^ECTIOUS  AND  OTEL-.R  DISLASES 


The  majority  of  the  notifications  were  again  mostly  of  measles  and 
whooping  cough.  These  diseases  became  notifiable  in  October,  1939. 

The  number  of  notifications  and  the  age  groups  are  set  out  in  the 
following  table. 


Disease. 

■ik 

Total  cases 
notified. 

At  ages  -  years.  . ; 

Td  H 
<D  a 

•H 

q  ra 
>9  0 
<  w 

Deaths. 

-1 

1- 

2- 

3- 

4- 

5-' 

10- 

15- 

20- 

35-^ 

45- 

63- 

Measles. 

256 

5 

9 

11' 

15 

la 

115 

63 

8 

9 

2 

1 

- 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

112 

12 

id 

11 

10 

16 

50 

3 

— 

2 

Pneumonia 

11 

.  ' 

1 

5 

5 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

10 

1 

1 

5' 

,  1 

2 

7 

Diphtheria 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Erysipelas 

3 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

3 

1 

3 

— 

- 

Dysentery  (sohne) 

1 

L 

• 

1 

- 

'  - 

TO^f^ALS . 

39s 

17 

19 

23 

25 

35 

172 

67 

10 

8 

6. 

16.. 

■  ^ 

KOT£ ;  - 


S  . 

Neither  of  the  two  cases  of  diphtheria  had  "been  imi'.iunisod» 

/ 

Diphtheria  Iiaraunisation:- 

The  general  arrangements  are  the  same  as  set  out  in  my  Report  for 
Tills  year  1942  and  they  have  continued  to  function  satisfactorily.  At 
the  end  of  1943  it  was  estimated  that  75%  of  children  under  five  years 
of  are  and  84'/o  of  children  between  the  ages  of  5  and  13  had  been  fully 
protected. 

Non-notif iable  Infectious  Diseases 

The  information  regarding  these  diseases  is  iuore  limited  but 
there  does  not  appear  to  have  been  any  unusual  incidence, 

« 

TUBhRGULOSIS. 

New  cases  and  Mortality  during  1943 f 


I 

Ne?/  Cases. 

Deaths, 

Respiratory, 

Non- 

Res  pirn  tory. 

Respiratory, 

Non- 

Respiratory, 

M 

P 

M 

j 

P 

M 

P 

M 

1 

P 

0 

1 

1 

5 

1 

2 

15 

2 

3 

2 

1 

25 

4 

1 

1 

3 

35 

1 

1 

1 

45 

1 

1 

1 

1 

55 
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There  were  three  non-notified  deaths.  No  action  has  been 
necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis) 
Regulations,  1925  or  under  Section  172  of  the  Rblic  Health  Act,  1936. 

/  ARTHUR  MORGAN, 

^  M,A»,M.R.C»S.,D«P»H. 
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